
 

 

 

 

 

 
MEETING DATES 

 

THU 10
TH

 FEBRUARY 
LECTURE – MAKING INCREASE 

CHAPEL AT LOXWOOD 

SAT 19
TH

 FEBRUARY 
BEGINNERS & IMPROVERS DAY 

PULBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL 

SAT 26
TH

 FEBRUARY 
WSBKA ANNUAL CONVENTION 

LODGE HILL PULBOROUGH 

SUN 20
TH

 MARCH 
APIARY MEETING  

SPRING CHECK - DOUNHURST 

THU 31
ST

 MARCH AGM – CHAPEL AT LOXWOOD 

 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

I’m surprised at the low levels of losses so far. Virtually all colonies that have died were 
doubtful going into the winter, and although a bit on the small side most of the others 
are looking quite good at the moment. At our last meeting we moved combs of food 
around a bit to give the bees a chance of getting through to late March when they will 
be much more active, and we can deal with them easier. Keep an eye open though as 
bees will start using more food now and it would be a pity to lose a colony having got it 
this far. 
 
There seem to be a couple of problems so far, isolation starvation that looks as if the 
bees clustered tightly in the cold weather and couldn’t get to food that was only an inch 
or so away, and what appears to be a high varroa level in brood. Remember I previously 
mentioned Apiguard not appearing to work very well on some colonies, and this may be 
the cause. 
 
We have three scheduled “BBKA Basic” revision days, two have gone and one to go. 
They go much further than the level required for the assessment, and really it’s a case 
of putting more meat on the bones. It has given attendees the chance to do some more 
work on the areas they feel weak on. So far I’m quite pleased at the amount many know, 
and even more pleased some have said they learn much of it at the apiary. 
 
One thing that has been highlighted is that very few members are aware of the 
information available on our own website. This is on the “Practical Beekeeping” page. 
 

 

 
 

 

Roger 

SUPPLIES 
 

As usual we will have frames and foundation available from the apiary, also frame nails, 
castellated and plastic end spacers, hive tools, and new this year will be hive straps. 
  
If you require other goods, Paynes of Hassocks will be attending both our Beginners Day 
and the Lodge Hill Convention.  They are happy to bring pre-ordered goods for collection, 
so there are two opportunities to avoid carriage charges or travelling time and expense.  
Paynes website is at www.paynesbeefarm.co.uk 

BEGINERS DAY 
 

Please be aware that Payne’s Beekeeping Supplies will be at the Beginners Day.  Chance to 
stock up on anything you cannot get from Tom at the Apiary site 



 

 

 

 
WSBKA CONVENTION – 26TH FEBRUARY 2011 
 
Attached to this newsletter are the full details and booking form for the 2011 convention, 
and there is more information in the article in County News.  For the first time this year, 
we have a special price for members of West Sussex Beekeepers, so, as a member of 
Wisborough Green Beekeepers, you are automatically a member of West Sussex 
Beekeepers and are able to take advantage of this discount. 
  
The Convention is an amazing opportunity to hear top flight speakers without going 
outside our County, as well as being able to buy all your beekeeping needs from Paynes, 
who bring a full selection of equipment.  Also Northern Bee Books, who are the country’s 
best beekeeping book suppliers, will be down with a huge selection of superb books.  
The only problem is which ones not to buy! 
  
It should be a great day and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 
CHRISTINE STEVENS 
 

West Sussex BKA Bee Market and Auction  
30th April 2011 - Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough 
 
We are looking for enthusiastic and willing VOLUNTEERS to help on the day with a 
variety of tasks including helping in the Auction Ring and serving tea and coffee.  
Trained FIRST AIDERS are also required to share the day or work together.  So if you 
can spare some time please contact the event coordinator, Graham Elliott at 
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493. 
 
If you have surplus BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT you wish to sell the Entry Form can be 
found on the West Sussex BKA website.  Closing date for entries is 20 th April. 
 
A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There 
is usually a wide range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated 
sources. So, when you are taking cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, 
please remember the stall and keep some spares aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 
870 461 for more details. 
 
And finally…....Audrey Gibson-Poole will be running TOMBOLA for the benefit of the 
WSBKA exchequer.  All prize donations are gratefully received, so dig out those 
unwanted Christmas gifts! 
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated.  Full details of the event are on the 
WSBKA website at: - www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction   
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Our latest Instructor 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisborough Green Winter Evening Meetings 
 
The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood. 
 

 
All commence at 7.30pm. 
 
 

February 10
th

 2011 
 
Roger will again speak, this time on the slightly more serious topic of “Making 
Increase” – a timely subject as the days lengthen and the start of the active season 
draws closer. 
 
 

March 31
st

 2011 
 
At our AGM in March we will have an 'Any Questions' session, and the more taxing 
and interesting the questions, the better.  As the next few weeks are a quiet time for 
beekeeping, it is an ideal opportunity to catch up with you reading and research, and 
while doing that you may well come up with some things unanswered that you wish to 
know or understand better.  Why not make a note of those now, and bring the 
questions with you to the AGM.  You should then get at least one answer from the 
panel, and maybe several – or if you are very clever you may even baffle them 
completely!  Start thinking, and noting, now. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Paynes Poly Nuc – Bulk Order 
 
Anyone interested in the Poly Nuc listed below should call Tom and we will try and 
purchase as a bulk order to be delivered at the Beginners Day. 
 
Pre-order your Poly Nuc and Save 16% 
  
Our new 6 Frame Polystyrene Nucleus Hive is due in stock early March.    The Normal 
retail price will be £27.50, however, we are offering this hive at just £23 for all pre-
orders. 
 
This Hive has a built in feeder and an open mesh floor.    Built from high density 
polystyrene, they are lightweight and durable. 
 
Link: 
http://www.paynesbeefarm.co.uk/store/Poly-Nuc-Hive-p-
16786.html?utm_source=Website+Newsletter&utm_campaign=3a5ed79c57-
Pre_Order_Poly_Nucs2_1_2011&utm_medium=email 


